
Homework Assignments

Question: Are the homework assignments the quizzes and problems at the end of each
chapter of the textbook?

Answer: No. The end of chapter problems are often extensions of the material in the textbook.
The homework assignments reproduce the procedures in the textbook.

Question: The module overviews tell us to answer various quiz questions and end of chapter
problems; what do we do with these answers?

Answer: The module overviews tell you which quiz questions and end of chapter problems
will best prepare you for the final exam. Working out these problems with pencil and paper is
useful, but it is not required for the course. If you have trouble answering one of the mentioned
quiz questions or end of chapter problems, review the material in the text.

Question: Where are the homework assignments?

Answer: The homework assignments are posted on the discussion forums.

Question: Are the practice problems also posted on the discussion forums?

Answer: Yes; all parts of the course are posted on the discussion forums.

Question: How are the textbook, practice problems, homework assignments, and final exam
questions related?

Answer: The on-line course has four layers:

The textbook covers all the material. The on-line course emphasizes concepts and intuition
in the textbook, not memorization of facts.

The practice problems provide problems and solutions to the material in the text. The
illustrative questions provide previews of the types of questions asked on the final exam.

Homework assignments apply the concepts in the textbook to various scenarios. They help
your understand the abstract concepts in the textbook. 

The final exam asks multiple choice questions on the same topics as the homework
assignments, practice problems, and illustrative test questions. If you do the homework for
each module, the final exam is not hard.

Question: How are the homework problems graded?

Answer: Homework problems are of two types:



Many problems test the basic material in the text. You get practice problems showing the
method and homework problems for you to solve. The final exam tests these problems as
well. If you do the homework assignments, you should not have difficulty with the exam.

Some homework problems test your understanding of the concepts. These problems have
no correct answer; as long as you write a solution that uses the information in the text, you
receive credit. The final exam is multiple choice, and does not have essay questions.

Question: Can we send it the solutions to the homework problems by email?

Answer: No; mail in the completed homework assignments at two week intervals, for a total
of four mailings. It is too easy to copy homework in electronic files. We need hand-written
work to know that you have completed 80% of the assignments.

The on-line courses enable candidates to satisfy the VEE requirements as efficiently as
possible. We require evidence that candidates are participating in the course and have
learned the material. This evidence is the hand-written homework assignments and the
proctored final exam.

Question: How do we ask questions about the topics covered or the homework problems?

Answer: The discussion boards have listings for each of the 24 modules in the course. The
NEAS faculty reply to questions posted on the discussion board. All candidates can expand
on these questions or answers.

Some of the material in the textbook is difficult, particularly for candidates who do not have a
background in this subject. We will tell you what parts of each chapter and each section you
must know. You are not expected to become an expert in these topics, but you must
understand the concepts and be able to work the problems. The final exam questions are
based on the practice problems and homework assignments.

Question: If I have not yet registered for the course, can I use the discussion forums?

Answer: Yes; the discussion forums are open to the public. Many candidates have not yet
registered for the course but read the text and work through the homework assignments.

Question: Can I ask about other problems in the textbook on the discussion forum?

Answer: Yes. As long as the question relates to material in the homework assignments or that
might be asked on the final exam, we will respond. If the question relates to material that is
excluded from the course, we will generally write a briefer reply and note that this topic is not
needed for the course.

Question: If I do not finish 80% of the homework assignments, what happens?



Answer: You receive an incomplete for the course, and we do not send a transcript to the
SOA / CAS. As soon as you complete 80% of the homework assignments and receive a 70%
or better on the final exam, you receive credit and we send a transcript to the SOA.

Question: The on-line courses are eight weeks long. What happens if I don’t complete the
homework assignments but I pass the final exam?

Answer: If you don’t complete at least 80% of the homework but you pass the final exam, you
receive an incomplete. As soon as you turn in the homework, you pass the course.

Question: Where are the homework assignments posted?

Answer: The homework assignments are posted in the discussion forum for each module.

Homework assignments are posted separately on the discussion forum. The module
overviews mention certain textbook questions that you should review. These questions help
you understand the material in the text; they are not the homework assignments.

Question: How do we mail back the homework assignments?

Answer: Ideally, homework should be mailed back to the NEAS office at 2 week intervals. 

The first mailing should have the homework for Modules 1 - 6.

The second mailing should have the homework for Modules 7 - 12.

The third mailing should have the homework for Modules 13 - 18.

The fourth mailing should have the homework for Modules 19 - 24.


